436            THE COLLECTED WORKS Otf MAIiAtMA
affection from them. His largest experiments were carried out in Kaira. It was
no small matter for law-abiding people to suspend thr; payment of revenue.
It was a very serious responsibility he had taken upon his shoulders of advis-
ing them to do so. The actual working of that experiment showed that
there was no cause for regret It was acknowledged by officers concerned that
this was a most peaceful, orderly and becoming demonstration of their grie-
vance. It was this exemplary and successful act of civil disobedience which
betrayed him into the miscalculation of April last and* if he then considered
his mistake to be as big as the Vindhya Range, now after longer experience
he felt that it was a Himalayan miscalculation. Not only, however, was his
claim upon the Kaira people based upon the revenue struggle, but also upon the
recruiting campaign.
Mr. Gandhi further said:
The first was to the people's liking; recruiting by reason of long
disuse in the training of arms and of absence of real affection was
unattractive and unpleasant, and yet I know that you had begun
to respond nobly and I feel confident that had the war been pro*
longed, Kaira would have quite voluntarily contributed from the
middle classes probably not less than 1,000 recruits* I had there-
fore hoped, as I still hope, that Kaira would play no mean part
in the work of national regeneration and that my services to the
motherland will be rendered largely through you or, perhaps more
correctly speaking, Gujarat. And so as I may have to offer civil
disobedience at a very early date, I thought I would speak to
you today about the duty of satyagrahis* It is hardly possible to
understand this duty without a correct appreciation of the meaning
of satyagraha. I have already given its definition but the mere
definition often fails to convey the true meaning. Unfortunately,
popular imagination has pictured satyagraha as purely and simply
civil disobedience, if not in some cases even criminal disobedience*
The latter, as you all know, is the very opposite of satyagraha*
The former, Le,, civil disobedience, is undoubtedly an important
but by no means always the main part of satyagraha. Today, for
instance, on the question of Rowlatt legislation, civil disobedience
has gone into the background* As satyagraha is being brought
into play on a large scale on the political field for the first time,
it is in an experimental stage, I am therefore ever making new dis-
coveries. And my error in trying to let civil disobedience take the
people by storm appears to me to be Himalayan because of the
discovery I have made, namely, that he only is able and attains
the right to offer civil disobedience who has known how to offer
voluntary and deliberate obedience to the laws of the State in which
he is Imixg* It is only after one has voluntarily obeyed such laws